80    FOURTH ELEMENT: THE ORGANIC AFFECTION.
nodded vertically in affirmation, and shaken laterally in negation.
V. The expressions have commonly been produced, In the first Instance, by the emotions of which they are the effect, and commonly the sign; and whenever the like feeling arises, the expression will follow, by the law of association. In the first Instance, and it may be for a time, the action of the emotion had a purpose, it may be to protect or ward off danger, or meet opposition, now It Is continued after the meaning has gone. A man walking along the edge of a precipice leans away from it lest he fall; and he will be apt to take the same posture when the precipice Is so guarded that there Is no longer danger. The screams of terror may first have been uttered to call in assistance, now they come forth when no assistance is at hand, or none is needed. The shout on the occasion of a happy occurrence may at first have been intended to convey the glad tidings to otiiers, now it is the natural expression of a crowd when it is gratified. Anger and rage in children, and in primitive states of society, agitated the whole frame and led to blows; it still rouses the body and reddens the countenance, though it does not culminate in fighting. These expressions may become hereditary; this, however, because they have formed certain lines in which nervous energy flows. There are acts done, and attitudes assumed, which may have come down from a remote ancestry, and telling of primitive manners. But it should be observed that there Is mental as well as organic action in all this; In the expression, actions were first called forth by emotions of the mind, and are now called forth by a like emotion. As Darwin expresses It, " whenever the same state of mind is Induced, however feebly, there is a tendency, through the